TIRE CHECKIN 60 SECONDS

Every tire, every pre-trip. Check pressure cold, measure tread in a major groove, and look
for the defects that keep a truck parked.

LEGAL MINIMUMS - 49 CFR 393.75

4/32"

Steer tires (front wheels
of a truck or tractor): tread
depth at any pointin a
major groove
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'2/32"

All other tires: tread depth

in a major groove

\,

| Cold

Pressure: never below the
cold inflation pressure
specified for the load
being carried

— Don't measure where tie bars, humps or fillets are.

— No regrooved tire rated 4,920 |Ib or more on the front wheels of a truck or tractor.

THE 60-SECOND WALKAROUND

@1 GAUGE IT COLD

"2

Check pressure with a tire gauge before
driving and compare it to the pressure
specified for the load. Thumping a tire
won't tell you whether it's low.

® 3 MEASURE TREAD

Use a tread-depth gauge in a major
groove at several spots: 4/32" or more
on steers, 2/32" or more on all other

tires.

LISTEN FOR LEAKS

A flat tire or one with an audible leak
means the truck doesn’'t move.

HOT TIRE? CORRECT, DON'T BLEED

Heat raises pressure. For tires rated
over 4,000 Ib, subtract at least 15 psi if
the average speed in the past hour was
41-55 mph to estimate cold pressure.
Don't let air out of a hot tire.

LOOK AT TREAD AND SIDEWALLS

Parked if body ply or belt material
shows through the tread or sidewall, if
there is any tread or sidewall
separation, or if a cut exposes ply or
belt material.

CHECK WHEELS AND NUTS

No cracked or broken wheels or rims,
no elongated stud or bolt holes, and no
loose or missing nuts or bolts.

Don't drive on a tire with ply or Don'tjudge Don't bleed air from
DON'T beltshowing, aseparationor pressure by a hot tire.
an audible leak. thumping or by eye.
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Found a problem? Report it on your driver vehicle inspection report and tell your carrier.
Before driving, you must be satisfied the vehicle is in safe operating condition.
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Rev. 2026-10-16 - Summary only. The regulation controls. Verify at the source. Not
legal advice.




